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This article aims at researching the justification of legitimacy issue from the 
perspective of the use of Reason. It includes seven parts, which are introduction, five 
chapters and the complementary part. The introduction presents the significance of 
this topic, structure of this paper, research approach and possible innovation. The last 
part discusses the justification of legitimacy and its relevance of Chinese law. The 
former four chapters are comments on justification of legitimacy from the angle of 
practical reason and communicative reason. Within it, from chapter 1 to chapter 3, it is 
considering the essential justification of legitimacy, corresponding to pragmatic, 
ethical and moral usage of practical reason. These three usage have their oppositing 
theories, which are legitimacy of Weber, Utilitarian and Kant. The fourth chapter is 
about procedural justification of legitimacy, confronting the usage of practical reason 
with the example of Habermas discourse legitimacy theory. The first chapter is about 
Weber's justification of legitimacy based on formal rationality. From the value-free 
point, detaching morality and ethics, he tries to prove the legitimacy of law solely by 
formal rationality. Unfortunately it failed. This provement is not self-consistent. The 
legitimacy of law cann't be proved with morality and ethics detached. The second 
chapter inspects the justification of legitimacy by Utilitarian, which is actually one 
kind of ethics confronting ethical usage of practical reason. Using utilitarian priciples 
to explain morality and justice and taking it as the supreme foundation generates a big 
problem. Neither could it solve the establishment of moral norms, nor regulate the 
interpersonal conflict justly. Utilitarian cann't solve the justification of legitimacy. The 
third chapter is about Kant's justification of legitimacy, corresponding to the moral 
usage of practical reason. Kant solves the final provement of moral norms. He 
elucidates moral law and discloses rights priciple to coordinate external free action of 
subjects. From the perspective of human rights and popular sovereignty, Kant 













However, the priciple of rights is too abstract. The relation between morality, ethics 
and pragmatic was not well dealt. The latter two were not given enough attention. The 
fourth chapter inspects Habermas' justification of legitimacy. He did it from 
procedural perspective, relating legitimacy and the usage of Communicative Reason. 
Discourse legitimacy theory, based on the consensus theory of truth and morality, its 
reasonableness lies in the ultimate justification of legitimacy and including pragmatic, 
ethical and moral substance in procedure. This, in a degree, disperses the abstraction 
problem of Kant. Nevertheless, it inappropriately expands the application of discourse, 
neglecting the necessity of logic-semantic analysis. The fifth chapter is the conclusion. 
By combining the usage of practical reason and communicative reason, I try to 
demonstrate legitimacy more reasonable. In the background of Kant's and Habermas' 
moral philosophy, this classical concept justice, is needed to be reinterpreted，the 
discourse theory and logic-semantic analysis are needed to be associated together to 
make the legitimacy justification more specific. 
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